
could do alone.  I get excited 
when I see what God is doing in 
our midst!  I would like to chal-
lenge each one of our pastors and 
congregations to get involved in 
these efforts.  Are you, and the 
people of your church, involved 
with your time in the ministry of 
the larger United Methodist 
body?  Is your congregation one 
of the 56 (out of 63 churches) 
which paid its Mission Share ask-
ing in full last year?  Concerning 
the use of our time and our re-
sources in connectional ministry, 
consult the Internet sites below for 
help in interpreting the importance 
of such ministry to your congrega-
tions.  I appreciate each one of 
you so much, and am looking for-
ward to another year of faithful 
service in the Name of Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord! 

In His Love, 

Tom 
www.umc.org & 

www.umcgiving.org  

ñFrom him the whole body, 
joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up 
in love, as each part does 

its work.ò  
[Ephesians 4:16, N.I.V.]    

 

   I hope that every participant in 
the life and ministry of our Kane 
District churches realizes just 
how much I appreciate the work 
that you do!  From the Sunday 
School teacher, to the committee 
member, to the pastor, to the lay 
leader, to the kitchen volunteers, 
to the many other roles for ser-
vice that we have here:  How 
very blessed we are to have tal-
ented women and men who are 
willing to serve!  As I think on this 
subject, I am reminded of the 
Apostle Paulôs words, which are 
printed above.  The Body of 
Christ grows and builds itself up 
in love as each part does its 
work. 

   Some of our laity might be sur-
prised to learn that pastors, too, 
are asked to volunteer of their 
time for the work of the church.  I 
am so grateful to each one of our 
pastors who agrees to extend 
themselves beyond the ministry 
of his or her local church to focus 
on the wider Body of Christ, and I 
would ask that every congrega-
tion encourage their pastor in this 
work.  In recent years, I myself 
have been privileged to serve on 
our Conferenceôs Board of Or-
dained Ministry, our Conference 
Sessions Ministry Team, and on 
the Clergy Study Team, as part 
of our Believe Again!   plan for 
ministry.  These opportunities for 
service have given me a keen 
appreciation for the manner in 
which all Western Pennsylvania 
United Methodists are working 
together as one body.  I have 
witnessed the transformational 
power of the Gospel at work on 
the local level, through the minis-
try of our churches, and I have 
seen that same power at work on 
the Conference and national 
level, as all of our churches are 
working together to accomplish 
things which no single church 

THE KANE DISTRICT NE WSLETTER  

FOR PASTORAL LEADERSHIP  

January/February 2010  Volume 3, issue 1  

THE CALL  

Special points of interest:  

DATE CHANGE FOR DISTRICT CONFER-

ENCE: The Kane District Conference has 

been moved to Sunday, April 25th. See page 

3 for details. 

NEXT GATHERING FOR ACTIVE CLERGY:  

Wednesday, February 10th, 2010, 10:00 am-

-1:00 pm at Olmsted Manor. Please RSVP to 

the District Office by February 3rd.  
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òI urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.ó 

One Body  



Clergy & Spouse Birthdays  
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06 February District Leadership Team Meeting (9:00-11:00 am) Evans Memorial UMC 

10 February  Gathering for Active Clergy (10:00 am)  Olmsted Manor  

28 February  Laity in Ministry School (2:30--5:00 pm)  Various Locations 

07 March Laity in Ministry School (2:30--5:00 pm)  Various Locations 

14 March District Committee on Superintendency (3:00 pm) District Parsonage 

14 March Laity in Ministry School (2:30--5:00 pm)  Various Locations 

21 March Laity in Ministry School (2:30--5:00 pm)  Various Locations 

28 March Laity in Ministry School (2:30--5:00 pm)  Various Locations 

10 April  Healthy Church Finance Event (1:30 pm)  St. Marys First UMC 

25 April  Kane District Conference (3:00 pm)   Location TBA 

Upcoming Events  

THE CALL  

January 3: Shirley Bloomster 

January 3: Ruth Lundeen 

January 4: John Gerber 

January 5: Ellen Bunnell 

January 9: Virginia Atkinson 

January 10: Dewayne Johnson 

January 11: Lionel Sayers 

January 13: Christopher Kindle 

January 15: Paul Fields 

January 16: Dennis Lawton 

January 17: Kevin Haley 

January 17: Sherry Barto 

January 23: Bill Beatty 

January 25: Jan Kindle 

January 29: Jack Spencer 

February 11: Deborah Swineford 

February 20: Jan Reynolds 

February 20: Terri Gruver 

Clergy Anniversaries  

January 13: Gary & Ginger Atkinson 

January 17: Don & Shirley Bloomster 

February 6: Seth & Beth McClymonds 

February 21: Martin & Jan Reynolds 

   Donôt see your day 

on here? Our data-

bases are incomplete. 

If weôve missed your  

birthday or anniver-

sary, let us know so 

that we can remember 

you in the future! 



The Kane District Confer-

ence will  now be held on 

Sunday, April 25th , at 

3:00 pm. Bishop Bicker-

ton has asked that all 

districts meet on this day, 

so that we might partici-

pate in the live Internet 

feed from the World Ma-

laria Day observances. 

Please note this change 

in your calendars. We are 

looking for a host church, 

which possesses the ca-

pability for displaying the 

Internet on a large screen 

for all to see. To volun-

teer, please contact the 

district office.  

the Golden Sneaker 

Competition! 

Prices:  

-Wesley Woods Camp 

Use Fee, $2.00 /person 

-Ski Rentals are available 

for $5.00/hour,  

-Horse rental, $20.00/day 

-Dinner is an additional 

$9.00 per person  

Questions? Contact 

David Stains at 814-362-

February 20, 2010  

Beginning at 1:00 pm  

Kane District is sponsor-

ing a District-wide Rec-

reation Day. Join us for 

Cross Country Skiing 

and/or Horseback Riding  

at Wesley Woods! 

Everyone is invited for a 

day of  fun and fellowship. 

This event can be pro-

moted as an activity for 

2649, or email: clemen-

tof@hotmail.com.  

If you are planning on 

attending this event, 

please RSVP to the Kane 

District Office! Please 

include in your RSVP 

whether you will be using 

the Horse Rental and/or 

attending dinner at 

Wesley Woods, as we will 

need to notify the camp 

about these things.  

Kane District Conference --Date Change  

Wesley Woods Recreation Day  

Statistical Reports due this month!  

church or charge by 

January 30th. The re-

ports are available in the 

ñformsò section of the 

conference website 

(www.wpaumc.org). You 

must use your church 

Username and Password, 

which are the same as 

last year. Donôt hesitate to 

call the District Office if 

you need help with that 

information, or have any 

questions. These reports 

are instrumental in the 

calculation of your mis-

sion share. They are also 

instrumental in helping us 

to practice good steward-

ship in the ministry that 

we offer together. Please 

go online and complete 

as soon as possible, 

but no later than Satur-

day, January 30th, 2010.  

While none of us may 

approach statistical re-

ports with a spirit of en-

thusiasm, they are an 

important portion of the 

administrative account-

ability in which we live. 

Please be diligent and 

disciplined about making 

certain that the statistical 

reports are accurately 

completed to the best of 

your ability for your 

 

Plan now to 

complete  

your 

statistical 

reports by 

January 30, 

2010!  
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WPAUMC Conference 
Churches can participate 
in a Wholistic Lenten 
Journey and earn points 
for the 2010 Golden 
Sneaker Award!  

The Walk to Jerusalem is 
a walking program devel-
oped by St. John Health 
parish nursing and is de-
signed to increase the 
physical, spiritual and 
emotional health of par-
ticipants. This ñimaginaryò 
trip to Jerusalem is ac-
complished by individuals 

within the church logging 
their own walking miles 
each week. The Walk 
usually begins in January 
with the goal of accumu-
lating enough miles to 
reach Jerusalem by 
Easter.  

Miles accumulated from 
this program can be used 
toward the 2010 Golden 
Sneaker Award . (Erie-
Meadville was the 2009 
recipient.) To date, as a 
result of the Strides to 
Health Campaign, Kane 

District is in the lead for 
the 2010 award! 

Ordering Materials: 
Walk to Jerusalem, a 
church and community-
wide program comes with 
a booklet and cd (with 
reproducible materials). 
Cost is $35. (2-3 small 
churches can purchase 
one program and work 
together). To order mate-
rials call 1-888-440-7325.  

For more info contact: 
healthteam@wpa.org.  

Walk To Jerusalem Campaign: January 10 --April 3  

Relief for Haiti ---a message from Dara Sterling  

   As the Kane District VIM coordinator, I would like to extend the opportunity for 

churches - including individuals and groups - to participate in relief opportunities for 

the Haitian people. Many of you already receive emails from Diane Miller, the Con-

ference VIM coordinator and are aware of the current situation for UMCOR. Health 

Kits and School Kits will continue to be needed in the weeks and months to come. I 

have included the links for each kit, although each link will take you to the other kit. 

   Please consider assembling these kits according to the directions provided. If you 

can not take them to the Mission Barn directly and would prefer not to ship them, 

Warren First UMC will be sending a vehicle to the Mission Barn sometime in late 

February. Please contact Dara Sterling, Kane District VIM coordinator. 

   The conference (and districts) will not be sending volunteer teams until it is safe 

and secure for untrained volunteers. This will most likely not happen until late Febru-

ary. You can check the conference web site for updates. If you are a trained medical 

person (Doctor, nurse, paramedic) AND speak either French or Creole, your ser-

vices could be used sooner. If you have meet these requirements, please contact 

Diane Miller at the conference center for details about serving. If you are interested 

in being a part of a team to go to Haiti when volunteers are requested, contact either 

Dara Sterling, Kane District VIM coordinator (dara@sterlings.org  or 814.723.3007) 

or Diane Miller at the Conference Center. Remember that ALL gifts, talents and 

abilities  will be needed from volunteers as the Haitian people begin to make sense 

out of chaos and rebuilding their lives and communities. 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/school-kit/bags/?

search=schoolkits 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/health-kit/ 

www.wpaumc.org 

Grace and peace, 

Dara 

Stay 

informed!  

 

Visit 

www.umc.org/

haiti  and 

www.facebook

.com/unitedme  

thodistchurch  

for 

continuously 

updated 

information.  

mailto:dara@sterlings.org
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/school-kit/bags/?search=schoolkits
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/school-kit/bags/?search=schoolkits
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/health-kit/
http://www.wpaumc.org/


Page 5 
VOLUME 3, ISSUE 1  

Justin Lookadoo will be 
the keynote speaker at 
SPARK 2010 

Upcoming Course of Study  

Dr. David Stains is planning to teach a course, entitled ñPreaching 

Christ from the Old Testamentò. This course will be starting soon. If 

you are interested in participating in this class, contact Dr. Stains at 

814-362-2649, or email: clementof@hotmail.com. 

Whatôs up with your life? 

How does Jesus fit in? 

Weôll try to help answer 

those questions, and 

have a ton of fun on the 

way.  

This event will be held at 

the Sheraton Station 

Square in Pittsburgh. 

Register now through 

January 20th to receive 

the Early-Bird discount! 

Regular registration 

from January 20th 

through February 12th. 

February 26 -28, 2010  

 

Nationally known 

speaker and author 

Justin Lookado will be 

hosting the weekend full 

of devotion and learning 

about Godôs call. Then, 

cue the lights and cam-

eras; youôll be experi-

encing the live, interac-

tive comedy of Mad 

Dogs and Englishmen 

and the killer sound of 

the Adam Swiger Band. 

If you register after  

February 12, you may 

have to book your own 

hotel room. All prices 

include breakfast and 

lunch on Saturday, and 

breakfast on Sunday, 

plus all programming, 

and housing at the hotel.  

A deposit of $50.00 is 

required for registration. 

For more information, 

visit 

www.wpaumcyouth.org.  

SPARK Youth Retreat 2010  

Healthy Leadership Event  

gional events will high-

light the habits of 

healthy leaders and 

offer practical re-

sources for developing 

congregational leaders 

that, by example, will 

discover the joy of 

mentoring other disci-

ples into leaders.  

The details:  

$12 per person. Pay 

online or at the door. 

You can register 

online, then pay at the 

door.  

For online registration 

and more information,  

find the event on the 

calendar online at 

www.wpaumc.org.  

Dates & Locations:  

February 20 in Franklin 

March 27 in Stoystown 

April 18 in Brookville 

May 23 in McMurray 

Healthy churches have 

healthy leaders! What 

makes a healthy 

leader? How do we 

maintain balance--of 

mind, body, spirit--of 

the personal with the 

professional--of being 

and doing? What re-

sources and inspires a 

leader so that he/she is 

resourceful and inspi-

rational? These re-

 

What resources 

and inspires a 

leader so that 

he/she is 

resourceful and 

inspirational?  
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Kane District Mission Share Percentages Paid Through 1/13/2010  

Church Name     2009   % 

    Share            Paid  

Akeley     $4,780           100% 

Barnes     $3,836           100% 

Bear Lake    $1,938           100% 

Benezette    $3,481           100% 

Bradford: Asbury   $3,342           100% 

Bradford: First    $33,898           100% 

Bradford: West Branch   $6,180           100% 

Brandy Camp    $2,884           106% 

Brockport    $3,750           105% 

Caledonia    $3,475           101% 

Ceres     $2,801           104% 

Chandlers Valley   $1,994           100% 

Chrystal    $1,411           100% 

Clarendon: Trinity   $6,469           100% 

Crosby     $985           100% 

Custer City    $2,149           100% 

Duke Center    $11,154           114% 

East Kane    $1,759           100% 

Eldred     $17,895             61% 

Emporium: First    $12,771           100% 

Evans Memorial    $11457           100% 

Grand Valley    $3,119           100% 

Greenwood    $2,289             55% 

Hazel Hurst    $3,923           105% 

Helen Furnace    $1,606           100% 

Hill Memorial    $20,221           100% 

Johnsonburg    $12,051             56% 

Kane: First    $30,766             31% 

Kersey     $3,785           100% 

Lander     $15,141           100% 

Lottsville    $6,942           100% 

Marienville    $9,800           100% 

Millport     $1,939           100% 

Church Name     2009   % 

    Share           Paid  

Mount Jewett    $7,388           103% 

N. Clarion: Good Shepherd  $12,963           100% 

Oswayo     $1,161           100% 

Pittsfield: Otterbein   $22,941           100% 

Port Allegany: Trinity   $13,026           100% 

Rew    $4,452             56% 

Ridgway: Trinity    $18,112             43% 

Russell     $16,733           105% 

Saint Marys: First   $24,166           100% 

Sanford     $1,556           100% 

Scotch Hill    $1,845           105% 

Sheffield    $12,322            84% 

Shinglehouse    $2,985            83% 

Sinnemahoning    $3,279          100% 

Smethport    $12,488           100% 

Sterling Run    $1,156          100% 

Stoneham    $2,833          100% 

Sugar Grove    $6,239          100% 

Tidioute: First    $5,905            49% 

Tiona     $4,361          100% 

Tionesta    $7,258          100% 

Toby     $2,873          106% 

Tylersburg    $2,037          100% 

Warren: Covenant   $10,400          100% 

Warren: First    $63,534          100% 

Warren: Grace    $35,622          100% 

Weedville    $5,659          100% 

West Hickory    $1,534          100% 

Youngsville: First   $9,693          100% 

Youngsville: Evangelical   $11,485          107% 

 

Kane District Totals   $568,448     92% 



The Kane District Lay Ministry School is scheduled for 5 
Sunday afternoon sessions: February 28th, March 7th, 
14th, 21st and 28th , from 2:30--5:00 p.m. An identical set 
of courses will be offered in the following locations: Ridg-
way: Trinity UMC, Shinglehouse UMC,  & Warren: First 
UMC. The classes offered will be:  
 

Basic Course---for those wishing to become Local Lay 
Speakers 

Advanced Course---for those moving up from a Local 
Lay Speaker to a Certified Lay Speaker 

Elective Classes---for those Certified Lay Speakers who 
are seeking recertification (must be done every 3 years) 

 
All classes are also open to anyone who desires training for 
their own personal enrichment. Taking a class does not re-
quire that you serve in an official capacity as a lay speaker. 
Once again, this school is being organized through the Kane 
District Office. For more information, please contact Sharon 
at kane.office@wpaumc.org, or 945-6975.  To complete your 
registration for this school, mail the attached form, along with 
your payment, to: 
 Kane District, PO Box 8, Ludlow, PA 16333  

I would like to thank...  
...each and every congregation in the Kane District for its support of our program of Mission 

Share giving in 2009. As the attached report indicates, we had no non-participating churches in 

the district. Every church gave at least something, for which I am extremely grateful! As a mat-

ter of fact, 56 of our 63 churches gave 100% or more of their assigned Mission Share! The 

Kane District had the lowest number of non-100% churches of any district in the Annual Con-

ference. Our pastors and our people accomplished this feat in the midst of the worst economic 

recession in a generation! That is proof to me that the Spirit of God is indeed at work in the 

lives and hearts of our people. Thank you, Kane District, for your faithfulness! I am humbled to 

be serving in your midst! 

 Blessings in the new year,  

 Tom  
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District Lay Ministry School 

District Lay Ministry School 

Sign up for (choose one): 

Basic Course 

Advanced Course 

Elective Course 

$20.00 

Price 

Name 

Email Address 

Phone 

Payment (payable to Kane District) 

Check included 

$20.00 

$20.00 



The Kane District Office  

PO Box 8  

Ludlow, PA 16333  

òI urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.ó Ephesians 4:1 

Kane District Office 

Sharon McFadden, Administrative Assistant 

Email: Kane.Office@wpaumc.org 

Telephone: 814-945-6975 

 

Kane District Office 

PO Box 8 

Ludlow, Pennsylvania 16333 

 

 

Rev. Thomas Q. Strandburg, 

Kane District Superintendent 

Email: Kane.district@wpaumc.org.  

 

Kane DS Home Office:  

5 South Park Avenue 

Kane, Pennsylvania 16735 

 

DS Home Office Telephone: 814-837-6115 

DS Home Telephone: 814-837-9881 

DS Home Fax: 837-8674 

Kane District Contact Information  

W PA CON FER ENC E C EN TE R:  1 - 800 - 886 - 3382  

W PA CON FER ENC E W EB SI TE:  WW W.W PAUMC.ORG  

Weôre on the web!
www.wpaumc.org/districts/

detail/31  


